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Happy New Year! I hope you and those dear to
you had a great holiday season.  

There may have been fewer flying events over
the last couple of months, but IFFR members
have still been enjoying great fellowship and
doing amazing aviation-related service. 
 
As 2023 gets going, there is going to be even
more going on around the world than before!  I'll
be visiting all parts of the globe this year. I look
forward to seeing you somewhere!
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Save these dates
Upcoming Meetings - ONLINE or IN PERSON:

Wednesday 25 January at Noon PST, 19.00 UTC: IFFR Americas “Noon Zoom”
meeting. Speaker - Tim Pinkney will take members on a tour of objects in our Milky Way
galaxy and explain the revelations the James Webb Space Telescope (the most powerful
ever) has provided humanity over the last year. Contact: Penelope Cornwall

Sunday 5 February at 18:00 UTC: Host: IFFR Scandinavia. Speakers: Peter Teahan and
John Ockenfels (IFFR Americas) will present on their around the world flight in a Cessna
210, the purpose of which is to bring support to “End Polio Now”. Contact: Svend Andersen

Thursday 16 February to Sunday  19 February: Host IFFR Americas South West. Palm
Desert/Springs Fly/Drive In - to be confirmed. Contact: Penelope Cornwall
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Wednesday 22 February at Noon PST, 19.00 UTC: IFFR Americas “Noon Zoom”
meeting. Subject TBC. Contact: Penelope Cornwall

Sunday 12 March at 18:00 UTC: Host: IFFR Scandinavia. Kjell Nordström will tell (in
English) about the landing of paratroopers in Normandy back in 1944. At the 75th
anniversary of D-Day in 2019, Kjell flew the same plane that took part in the actual landing of
paratroopers behind German lines in Normandy June 6th 1944. Contact: Svend Andersen

Sunday 26 March: Host: IFFR Benelux.  "Spring is in the Air" informal barbecue to kick off
the flying season at Zwartberg, Genk. Contact: Kris de Keyser

George's Updates

December Half-Year Meeting

It was great so see nearly 100 of you online at the half year
meeting in December - whether it was early in the morning for
you (Australia and New Zealand), middle of the day (Americas),
evening (Europe and South Africa) or the middle of the night
(Hong Kong).  Sadly Ukraine Squadron Chair Ihor Zembovych
could only join for a few minutes before communications were
lost.

For those who missed it, the Regional Vice-Presidents reported
back on events over the last six months and the programmes
planned in their regions for 2023.  The members of the Marketing
and Membership Committee gave an update on progress to date,
including the great work being done in the USA to strengthen
IFFR's relationship with the Air Care Alliance.  And for all - it was
fun catching up with old friends and meeting new members. 
 Click to download the slides from the meeting and check out
dates for 2023.

iffr-2022-dec-gm
  download

Where are you going on vacation this year?

There's going to be some great opportunities to fly and get together this year.  You may be thinking
of events in your section or region - but why not travel further afield and take part in events in other
sections?  If you are planning your vacation travels, here are couple of great opportunities. 

mailto:wingsdc3@gmail.com
mailto:ska@hiflux.dk
mailto:Kris@dk.be
https://link.pblc.me/c/619986116?method=URL&token=2886230AH_5H
https://link.pblc.me/c/619986116?method=URL&token=2886230AH_5H
https://link.pblc.me/c/619986116?method=URL&token=2886230AH_5H


In July, the North East Americas section will be hosting "The Quintessential New England"
weekend (14 to 16 July) in New Hampshire and Vermont - including a visit to the school where
Paul Harris was educated - now a Rotary landmark.  And with lakefront accommodation, this is one
weekend not to be missed. Contact Gary Dehnel for more information.

One week later, the North Central Americas section will be getting together at EAA Airventure at
Oshkosh, and hosting the Annual IFFR Picnic.
 
Combining the two will be the basis of a great American summer vacation.  I'll be doing that, and its
likely we will have other folks coming from Europe too.  Contact me if you want to know more or
join the party.

In September, why not come over to Europe and have a vacation starting with the Italian section
meeting near Venice on the weekend of 1st to 4th September. Then join us one week later for the
French section meeting. PWP George Chaffey will be tour leader here for folks from America
wanting to have an aviation vacation in Europe this fall! 

RI Convention & Tango Flyaway

We have now closed registrations for the Convention Hotel and
the Tango Round the Outback FlyAway in May and June 2023.  
 
VP Mike McFarlane has put together a fantastic programme for
an Outback Adventure, and just under 60 members have
registered already. We now have a waiting list and will do our
best to accommodate those on it - it will depend on the size of
bus we can get.  Watch this space!
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President's Blog - FlyingRotarians.org

Have you explored my President's Blog yet?  Its where I'm putting the news as it happens (and its
where the links in this email take you).  The great news is that its already had well over a thousand
hits, and its getting IFFR noticed by people that haven't come across us before. 

There is something new most weeks, so do check in regularly. And if your friends ask you what
IFFR does, tell them they can find out at FlyingRotarians.org . Let's see if we can use it to grow
membership!

Fellowship and Flying Around the World

Asia & Australasia
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On Monday 12 December, members of the Hong Kong Squadron combined their Annual General
Meeting with their Christmas party at the Alexandra Hotel. It was my pleasure to join them once
again by zoom.  The business was brief, with the high spot being the induction of two new
members: numbers 99 and 100! So, congratulations to the Hong Kong section on being 100
members strong now.

Hogan Loh, a member of the Hong Kong Section who is also
Past President of the Hong Kong Aviation Club gave an amazing
talk on flying warbirds and fast jets around the world, including
Russian jets that have taken him to the edge of space – high
enough for the sky to be turning black around him!  

And then the food and festivities began!

See more pictures >

Europe
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On the other side of the World to Hong Kong, the UK Section also celebrated Christmas with their
Annual Lunch at the Royal Air Force Club in London.  On Wednesday 14 December, approximately
50 Flying Rotarians and guests gathered at noon in the Churchill Bar for a drinks reception, before
moving upstairs to dine in the Sovereigns’ Room.  

Read more >

People and Planes

I am pleased to have the support of a great group of experienced leaders who share my passion
for, and commitment to, IFFR.  

In my last newsletter, I introduced you to Mike McFarlane, IFFR President-Elect and Vice-
President Asia & Australasia.  This time, let me introduce our two other Regional Vice-
Presidents: Al Clayton from Alaska, USA, Vice-President Americas Region and Roland
Johnsson from Sweden, Vice-President Europe Region. Both are great pilots, have fascinating
back stories and are working really hard behind the scenes to ensure we have some great
programmes in their regions in 2023. 
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Meet Al Clayton Meet Roland Johnsson

IFFR's Doing Good!

IFFR members: kind-hearted and committed to making the world a better place.  There's been a lot
happening recently. Here's the latest.

IFFR brings warmth to Ukraine children

Thanks to the generosity of Flying Rotarians all around the world
who have contributed to our Ukraine relief fund and the service of
members of the Swiss Section, we have been able to bring
warmth and Christmas cheer to 140 children in Ukraine.

Watch the video >

Taking part in a Rotary District 2232 Ukraine, project, Swiss
section member Manuel Meier traveled overland from Moldova to
Ukraine, reaching newly liberated Kherson, to distribute sets of
thermal clothing funded by IFFR. Manuel says "It was an honor to
join and support a great Christmas Initiative from Rotary District
2232 to make kids in the war front area of Ukraine happy. In a
week, about 1000 kids have been covered from Odessa along
the front line until Kharkiv." 

Read more >

Brian Condon Memorial Scholarship Update

IFFR Australia's “Brian Condon Memorial Flying
Scholarship”programme which will award one lucky youngster  a
$5,000 contribution towards the cost of initial flight training is
going really well.  Its attracted considerable attention for IFFR in
Australia and they've received some really high class entries. The
winner will be announced soon.  But in the meantime, if you are
wondering just who Brian Condon was, you can now read the
amazing "Life of Brian" story.  

Read "The Life of Brian" >

https://link.pblc.me/c/619986070?alt_obj=cta&method=web&url=https%3A%2F%2Fflyingrotarians.org%2Fal-clayton-vice-president-americas%2F&hash=311369&chk=0-c16dbe&u=ca2751
https://link.pblc.me/c/619986071?alt_obj=cta&method=web&url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.pblc.me%2Fc%2F619986071%3Fmethod%3DURL%26token%3D2886029AAZ6w&hash=b4dd09&chk=0-c16dbe&u=ca2751
https://link.pblc.me/c/619986077?alt_obj=cta&method=web&url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fhcrj1DsDmcE&hash=b24cf0&chk=0-c16dbe&u=ca2751
https://link.pblc.me/c/619986090?alt_obj=cta&method=web&url=https%3A%2F%2Fflyingrotarians.org%2Fiffr-brings-cheer-to-ukrainian-children%2F&hash=6ab3c6&chk=0-c16dbe&u=ca2751
https://link.pblc.me/c/619986075?alt_obj=cta&method=web&url=https%3A%2F%2Fflyingrotarians.org%2Fthe-life-of-brian-memorial-flying-scholarship-update%2F&hash=d8637f&chk=0-c16dbe&u=ca2751


Using drones to save lives

We've recently had our second successful drone project!
 
The first was the "Wingbeat" project in Italy back in 2018, when
IFFR Italia section members helped the local Rotaractors, the
Italian Red Cros and the 118 emergency services to purchase an
"ambulance drone" .  This drone carries a defibrilator enabling
live-saving help to reach the scene faster than other emergency
services

In the last couple of months, members of the Ukraine Squadron
of the Flying Rotarians have successfully completed their own
life-saving drone project, helping to equip two drones to be used
for mine-clearance work. Large parts of Ukraine’s farmland are
contaminated – and so its farmers working to feed the world who
are often the innocent victims of hidden explosives. The new
equipment will help them make farmland safe far quicker.

Read more >

It will never fly - but it helps End Polio Now!

One of the joys of being a Rotarian in London is being able to
participate in some of the finest British traditions. And there is
nothing more traditional than the Lord Mayor of London’s show –
one of the biggest and best parades of the year, dating back to
the early 13th century, This was such a fun way to help End Polio
Now with Rotary In London. 

Read more >

That’s it for now.  If you have an aviation service story to tell, do let me know.  And do please give
me feedback on how you like the online news site.  Either email me or leave your comments on my
news site. 

Get in touch with George
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